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1. Introduction

Purpose

• to brief the present situation of national 
health and hospital building in Korea

• to analyze the design endeavors to enhance 
the hospital image in various ways

• to suggest some design tasks & directions for 
better hospital image

• to exchange ideas with the participants from 
other countries 



4

method of research

• to collect relevant statistics, to search 
photos, drawings, papers & articles about the 
hospital

• to review & compare the architectural design 
elements of Korean hospitals which have been 
built or planned for around 15 years
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Major Contents

• present situation of national health and 
hospital building

• architectural Design Elements to Enhance the 
Hospital Image

• tasks and Suggestions for Better Hospital 
Image
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Mainly Referred Hospitals

• Dankook University Hospital(1994.4)
• Samsung Medical Center(1994.6)
• National Cancer Center(2000.3)
• Kwangju Veterans Hospital(2002.12)
• National Insurance Corporation Ilsan 

Hospital(2003.3)
• Chonnam National University Hwasun 

Hospital(2004.4)
• Chung-Ang University Hospital (2004.12)
• Yonsei University Severance Hospital(2005.5)

• Seoul Bukbu Geriatric Hospital(2006.5)
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• Busan St. Mary’s Medical Center(2006.6)

• Cancer Center of Samsung Medical Center (2008.1)

• Boramae Medical Center(2008.6)

• Pusan National University Yangsan 
Hospital(2008.11)

• Seoul Asan Medical Center(2008.11)

• Seoul St. Mary’s Hospital(2009.3)

• Seoul Medical Center(under construction)

• Seoul National Hospital(under construction)

• Cheonan Medical Center(under construction))
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Present Situation of National Health

• rapid development of national economy and 
industry

• introduction and expansion of national 
health insurance system since 1976

• demand of more diversified and higher level 
of medical service

• new construction and remodeling of many 
hospital buildings

2. Present Situation of National 
Health and Hospital Building



9

Per Capita GNI(1995-2007) in Korea
(Source : http://www.nso.go.kr/)
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Present Situation of Hospital Building

• somewhat sufficient quantity in acute care 
beds and shortage of long-term care beds in 
Korea

• requirements for not only quantitative 
expansion in long-term care but also 
qualitative approaches for overall hospitals



11

Number of Acute Care Beds Per 1,000 People(1990-2006)
(Source : OECD Health Data 2008, July 2008)
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3. Architectural Design Elements 
to Enhance the Hospital Image

Vertical/Horizontal Building Form

• vertical concept with monotonous forms and 
achromatic colors : tower on podium & 
monolith : regarded as unsustainable

• light-courts, hospital street with atrium, 
and accent elements to enhance the hospital 
image

• horizontal concept as a sustainable design : 
natural light & ventilation, good views of 
various landscaped gardens between 
buildings, minimum energy use for vertical 
traffics, and psychologically comfort 
through human scale design 
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Vertical Concept, Yonsei University Severance Hospital
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Vertical Concept, National Insurance Corporation Ilsan Hospital
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Hospital Street, Yonsei University Severance Hospital 



16

Horizontal concept, Chonnam National University Hwasun Hospital 
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Horizontal Concept, Choenan Medical Center



18

Landscaped Garden, Chonnam National University Hwasun Hospital



19

Roof Garden, Pusan National University Yangsan Hospital
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Master Plan, Chonnam National University Hwasun Hospital
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Increase of Size and Scale for Better
Medical Service

• enlargement of hospital size  & scale : 
establishment of various special clinics and 
centers to meet higher level of patients’ 
medical demand : more than 500bed and 
50,000 ㎡ in many university hospitals

• extension of public space for patients’  
healing environment and better working 
environment for staffs

• increase of total floor area : 40-50㎡/bed in 
80s, 100-120㎡/bed in 2000s
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Main Lobby, Pusan National University Yangsan Hospital 
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Ward Planning for Better 
Hospital Image

• strictly rectangular shape for function-
oriented plan with double(single) corridor, 
minimum public space, short traffic distance 
and some rooms without windows

• various shapes such as triangular, “W”, 
double “Y”, curved rectangular, cross, etc, 
with spacious public area. role of landmark

• Improvement of nursing unit design : maximum 
5 beds a room with own toilet to consider the 
hospital image. Ward dining room is planned 
for  inpatients' convenience and used for 
multipurpose activities
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Various Shapes of Ward Plan
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Pursuit of Higher Standard Interior 

• upgrade of interior design through dynamic 
and comfortable atmosphere : light-court, 
inner garden, atrium, hospital street, 
artworks, curved walls, and finish materials

• introduction of various colors to the all 
exposed surfaces for patients’ pleasant and 
psychological repose 

• color therapy effects : stability of emotion & 
reduction of stress for the patients and 
improvement of staffs’  performances through 
pleasant working environment design



26

Interior Design, Yonsei University Severance Hospital



27

Elevator Hall Pusan University Yangsan Children Hospital
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Nurses’ Station, Pusan University Yangsan Hospital
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Expansion of Convenient Space

• convenient space to enhance the patients’ 
service and make some profits for hospital 
management: café, restaurants, snack corner, 
bank, flower shop, bakery, barbershop, beauty 
salon, bookshop, travel agency, post office, 
gallery, shoes repair shop, insurance office, 
and 24 hours convenient store

• hospital café : places for relaxation & meeting 
and coffee odor to soothe the unique & 
unpleasant fragrance of hospital
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Café, Seoul St. Mary’s Hospital
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Restaurant, Seoul Asan Medical Center
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• reconsideration of horizontal concept 
hospital to enhance the sustainable image

• scale-down of ward & reduction of multi-bed 
rooms to enhance the patient-focused image

• reinforcement of safety, security, patients’ 
privacy & hygiene to raise the fundamental 
image

• emphasis on salutogenic approaches to the 
design of physical environment in addition to 
pathogenic endeavors

4. Tasks and Suggestions
for Better Hospital Image 
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5. Conclusion

• still mostly vertical concept, but some 
attempts of horizontal concept with 
sustainable image in hospital overall form

• expansion of size & scale for better services. 
various shapes & improved bed-room 
conditions in ward to  enhance the 
serviceable & better image of hospitals

• upgraded interior design through dynamic & 
comfortable atmosphere, finish materials, 
and color programs to enhance the 
organization image. 

• suggestions about tasks and directions
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